
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Dear Residents,   
Cabot Cape Breton is proud of what we have accomplished in Inverness, and we want to work with you 

to create another global tourism destination. We are reaching out to share our vision for a new 18-hole 

golf course in the region, to listen, and to gather feedback from you.  

 

We know from our experience with Cabot Links and Cabot Cliffs that a development like this can be 

transformational –creating hundreds of jobs, growth opportunities for local businesses, infrastructure 

enhancements, and support for community causes and organizations. Western Cape Breton is growing 

and has become a magnet for visitors and private sector investment. We want to build on this 

momentum.  

 

We are committed to listening, keeping you informed, and moving forward in a thoughtful, ecological 

and sustainable manner, as we have over the past 15 years.   

 

Jobs and Growth  
The Mabou golf project will provide meaningful opportunities throughout all phases of development, 

beginning with planning and construction. In addition to direct jobs and benefits for local suppliers, the 

increased economic activity will help our rural gas stations, groceries stores, restaurants, and other 

small businesses flourish. Our friends and neighbours will have another reason to come home to Cape 

Breton –or a reason to stay and work. 

Cabot Links and Cabot Cliffs have a significant impact on the economies of Inverness County and Nova 

Scotia. During peak season, Cabot Cape Breton employs approximately 500 people, the majority of 

whom live in Inverness and the surrounding communities. The addition of another course in Mabou will 

create even more opportunities. Cabot currently spends over $11 million a year in Inverness County 

alone, contributing tens of millions of dollars to the GDP of Cape Breton. 

Community Benefits 
Cabot is committed to being a good neighbor and is proud to support local communities through staff 
volunteer efforts, sponsorships, and grants.   
 
In addition, the Mabou golf project will provide direct annual funding support to the following local 
organizations: 
 

Mabou and District Development Association $50,000 

Mabou Athletic Commission $30,000 

West Mabou Development Association $20,000 

Strathspey Performing Arts Centre $12,500 

Mabou Gaelic & Historical Society $12,500  

 
We know these organizations are focused on what matters to the community. As Cabot grows, the 

community grows. This creates job opportunities, more volunteers, enhancements in community 

infrastructure, and the ability to attract and retain workers, such as health care professionals.  



Environmental Sustainability   
Cabot has a proven record of environmental stewardship. In 2018, Cabot was recognized by the 

Audubon Certified Cooperative Sanctuary for golf certification. Only 78 golf courses in Canada have 

achieved this certification.   

Working with experts, Cabot knows from experience that habitats can be protected and created  For 

example, we take ongoing measures to protect and enhance the dunes system in Inverness, which 

creates natural habitats for birds and other wildlife.     

The Mabou course would be developed to meet international standards for golf courses in the area of 

environmental stewardship.  

Supporting the Goals of the Provincial Park 
The new course would fall within the boundaries of the West Mabou Beach Provincial Park. There are 
numerous examples of golf courses located within the boundaries of both provincial and national parks, 
such as Highlands Links in Cape Breton Highlands National Park; Green Gables Golf Club in Cavendish 
National Park; and the Banff Springs Golf Course in Banff National Park. Other examples include New 
Brunswick’s Herring Cove Golf Course and Mactaquac Golf Course, which are both located entirely 
within provincial parks and are considered part of their parks’ offerings to guests. 
 
Cabot's goals align with the goals of Nova Scotia’s provincial park system, which are to provide 
opportunities for outdoor recreational pursuits; to preserve elements of the natural environment; and 
to provide residents and visitors with opportunities to discover, experience, and enjoy our province’s 
distinctive natural resources.   
 
Cabot intends to apply for a Crown land lease with the Province of NS. This comprehensive process 
includes the submission of a detailed development plan which will address social, technical, 
environmental, and economic considerations. 



Proposed Location 

 

Cabot will maintain access to West Mabou Beach. We will also look at how we can enhance access to 

the beach and will dedicate resources to maintaining and improving existing public trails.  

  



Frequently Asked Questions  
Where will the new course be located?   
The area of West Mabou is being considered for a potential golf course. Please see map.   
   
How many holes will the golf course have?   
Cabot is envisioning an 18-hole course.   
 
When is the project expected to start?  
A project timeline will depend on many factors, starting with the approval of a Crown land lease with 
the Province of Nova Scotia. Cabot is committed to being transparent and sharing regular updates with 
the community.   
 

Will there be accommodations and other facilities on site?  
Cabot is committed to reducing our footprint on the land as much as possible. There is no plan to 
develop the West Mabou site beyond an 18-hole golf course and small office/club house.  
 
What is Cabot’s track record on environmental stewardship?  
Cabot Links has a proven record on environmental stewardship. In 2018, Cabot was recognized by the 
Audubon Certified Cooperative Sanctuary for golf certification. Only 78 golf courses in Canada have 
achieved this certification.   
 

Will the sand dunes be impacted?  
Cabot is proactively mitigating coastal dune erosion, a naturally occurring phenomenon in Cape Breton. 
At its current courses, Cabot transplants marram grass to help hold the sand dunes in place. Research 
has shown that seeding and stabilization will help sustain sand dunes. Measures like this will help 
prevent erosion at West Mabou Beach, strengthening our coastline and protecting the habitat for birds 
and other wildlife.  
 

Will wildlife be negatively affected?   
Cabot is committed to protecting the local wildlife habitats at and around its properties and is also 
intent on increasing wildlife and biodiversity on all three golf courses. For example, in Inverness, Cabot 
installed nesting boxes to encourage birds to habituate, and uses indigenous plant material for 
landscaping. Further, we take ongoing measures to protect and enhance the dunes system which 
creates natural habitats for birds and other wildlife.    
 
How will the community of Mabou benefit from this development?   
Cabot has a strong record of supporting the many community organizations that contribute to Inverness 
County and Cape Breton Island and that support will continue. The Mabou golf project will create 
further opportunities for community groups like the Mabou and District Community Development 
Association, Mabou Athletic Commission, West Mabou Development Association, Strathspey Performing 
Arts Centre, the Mabou Gaelic & Historical Society.  
 
Does Cabot currently support the local community?  
Cabot is committed to being a good neighbour and is proud to support local communities through staff 
volunteer efforts, sponsorships, and grants. In addition to providing hundreds of donations and 
sponsorships to local groups, Cabot sponsors an NSCC scholarship program, and its partnership with 
United Way Cape Breton has raised over $50,000 in support of community programs. Cabot recently 
launched its Cabot Cares program, where employees can volunteer hours while being paid their regular 

https://auduboninternational.org/acsp-for-golf/


salary or wage. This has been a significant benefit to local community organizations who are struggling 
to get volunteers. 
 
How many jobs will be created? 
During peak season, Cabot Cape Breton employees approximately 500 people in the surrounding area. 
The addition of another course in Mabou will increase employment opportunities.  
 
Will access to the beach be restricted?  
Access to West Mabou Beach will not be restricted. In fact, Cabot will look at how it can enhance access 
and existing facilities for residents and visitors –and maintain access during all phases of development.  
 

Will the walking trails be maintained for the public?   
Yes, the public will continue to have access to the beautiful hiking and walking trails at West Mabou 
Beach Provincial Park. Should the project move forward, Cabot will dedicate resources to improving and 
maintaining existing public trails.   

We Value Your Input  
• What are the priorities of the community? How could a new golf course impact them?   

• What is important to you? 

• Do you have any questions for us?  

 

 


