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1.0 Introduction 
ExxonMobil Canada Properties (EMCP), as Operator of the Sable Offshore Energy Project 
(SOEP) Natural Gas Liquids (NGL) Pipeline is submitting this Notification of Abandonment to the 
Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board (NSUARB) in accordance with the requirements of the 
Pipeline Regulations (Nova Scotia) and the NGL Pipeline Licence to Operate (NSUARB-EXMO-
LIQ-LIC, issued April 3, 2012). The relevant requirements are excerpted below.   
 
Section 51 of the Pipeline Regulations (Nova Scotia): 
 

(1) Where a company proposes to suspend, remove, discontinue or abandon 
a pipeline or a section thereof, the company shall submit to the Board, 3 months in 
advance, a notification of the suspension, removal, discontinuance or 
abandonment. 

 
(2) The notification referred to in subsection (1) shall include the rationale for 
and the measures to be employed for the suspension, removal, discontinuance or 
abandonment. 

  
(3) In addition to the notification referred to in subsection (1), the Board may 
require that the company make an application to and be issued an approval by the 
Board before commencing the suspension, removal, discontinuance or 
abandonment. 

 
Condition 10 of the Licence to Operate: 

 
Condition 10: Any major improvements or substantial modifications or changes 
in the configuration or operations of the NGL pipeline shall be reported to and 
approved in writing by the Board before the work is undertaken. 

 

1.1 Facilities to be Abandoned 
The SOEP facilities to be abandoned are the NGL Pipeline (which is used to transport natural gas 
liquids from the Goldboro Gas Plant to the Point Tupper Fractionation Plant), a pig launcher at 
the Goldboro Gas Plant site, a pig receiver at the Point Tupper Fractionation Plant site and six 
above ground valve stations located along the pipeline route.  

 

1.2 SOEP Background 
The SOEP, Canada’s first offshore natural gas development, produced natural gas and natural 
gas liquids from 1999 until 2018. It is comprised of offshore and onshore production facilities and 
interconnecting pipelines as described below.  

Offshore  

x Twenty-one wells which produced a mix of natural gas and natural gas liquids at the 
production platforms located at the Thebaud, Venture, South Venture, North Triumph and 
Alma fields;  



ExxonMobil Canada Properties – Sable Offshore Energy Project 
Norification of Abandonment – Natural Gas Liquids Pipeline  
January 2019 
 

 
 Page 2 

x Subsea pipelines connecting the Venture, South Venture, North Triumph and Alma 
production platforms to the Thebaud central processing complex;  

x A 26” subsea gathering pipeline connecting the Thebaud central processing complex to 
the onshore Goldboro Gas Plant. 

Onshore  

x The Goldboro Gas Plant which separated natural gas and natural gas liquids;  
x The NGL Pipeline which transported the separated natural gas liquids to the Point Tupper 

Fractionation Plant; and  
x The Point Tupper Fractionation Plant which separated natural gas liquids into propane, 

butane and condensate liquids.  

The natural gas from the Goldboro Gas Plant was transported to markets in Eastern Canada and 
the North Eastern United States by the Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline (M&NP). An overview of 
the SOEP facilities is provided in Figure A.1 in Appendix A. 
 
The SOEP owners and their ownership interest is as follows: 
 

x EMCP - 50.8%,  
x Shell Canada Energy - 31.3%,  
x Imperial Oil Limited - 9.0%,  
x Pengrowth Energy Corporation - 8.4%, and  
x Mosbacher Operating Limited - 0.5%. 

The SOEP Development Plan Application (DPA) and its supporting documents (e.g., Project 
Overview, Environmental Impact Statement, Socio-Economic Impact Assessment, and Canada-
Nova Scotia Benefits Plan) were submitted to the following regulatory agencies in 1996.   
 

x Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB), 
x National Energy Board (NEB), and  
x Nova Scotia Energy and Mineral Resource Conservation Board (EMRCB) (predecessor 

regulator to the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board). 
 

The scope of the DPA included the NGL Pipeline and provided a detailed description of the 
construction and operation phases of the SOEP. The decommissioning and abandonment 
activities were also described in the DPA. 
 
A Joint Review Panel (Panel) was established to streamline the regulatory process and meet the 
requirements of the following legislation. 
 

x Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation Act; 
x Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation (Nova 

Scotia) Act; 
x Canadian Environmental Assessment Act; 
x National Energy Board Act; 
x Nova Scotia Pipeline Act, and  
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x Nova Scotia Environment Act. 
 

The Panel Report, issued in October 1997, recommended that the appropriate regulatory 
authorities proceed with all necessary approvals for the SOEP without further delay. In December 
1997, the Panel Report was accepted by the Governments of Canada and Nova Scotia and SOEP 
development was approved by the applicable regulatory agencies. 
  

1.3 DPA Description of Abandonment Activities 
Abandonment of the NGL Pipeline will be conducted in accordance with the description provided 
in Volume 2, Section 7 of the DPA. This section reads as follows:  
 

Decommissioning and abandonment activities will be undertaken in accordance 
with the regulatory requirements applicable at the time of such activities. 

 
Onshore pipelines, where buried, will, in general, be flushed internally, capped 
and abandoned in place. The right-of-way will be revegetated and allowed to 
return by natural succession. Any above ground structures associated with 
onshore pipelines will be removed. 

 
Addendum 3 to the DPA (Natural Gas Liquids Pipeline and Liquids Facilities Assessment) further 
addresses abandonment in Section 3.4.5 as follows: 
 

To protect the public and the environment, all aboveground facilities will be 
removed, particularly plants, stations, valves, and metering devices. Sites will 
meet legislative standards and be left clean and safe. In some cases, 
groundwater and/or soils testing will be undertaken to ensure that sites are free 
of contamination. If contaminated, the sites will be restored to the approved 
standards. 
 
Removing the buried pipeline would potentially result in environmental impacts 
similar to those experienced during the construction process. To minimize 
impacts, pipelines are commonly abandoned in place, disconnected from 
operating facilities. After internal flushing and purging of any hydrocarbons, the 
pipe will be filled with dry air or another inert, non-corrosive substance and 
sealed with welded caps. Sacrificial anode cathodic protection may be left in 
place; impressed current cathodic protection will probably be discontinued. 
 
Following abandonment, lands affected by the pipeline and facilities would be 
revegetated and restored to a state similar to that which existed before 
construction. As with pipeline construction, landowners will be compensated for 
any damage during pipeline abandonment.  

 

1.4  Current Status of the SOEP 
The SOEP offshore and onshore facilities have been operated in accordance with approvals from 
federal, provincial and joint federal–provincial regulators. 



ExxonMobil Canada Properties – Sable Offshore Energy Project 
Norification of Abandonment – Natural Gas Liquids Pipeline  
January 2019 
 

 
 Page 4 

 
In November 2017 the CNSOPB granted the necessary authorization and the jack-up drilling rig, 
the Noble Regina Allen, was mobilized to the offshore area to begin well plug and abandonment 
(P&A) activities at SOEP’s 21 wells.  P&A activities have been completed for the wells at the 
Thebaud and North Triumph platforms and the rig is currently conducting P&A activities at the 
Venture platform.  
 
Production from the remaining offshore facilities ceased on December 31, 2018. P&A activities 
for the wells at the South Venture and Alma platforms will be carried out in 2019.  Hydrocarbon 
inventory will be removed prior to removal of the offshore facilities.  EMCP anticipates that the 
offshore platforms will be removed in 2020, subject to an authorization from the CNSOPB. 
 
In March 2018, EMCP submitted an application to the NEB for Leave to Abandon the SOEP NEB 
regulated facilities (the 26” subsea gathering pipeline and the Goldboro Gas Plant). The 
application is currently under review by the NEB. 
 
In June 2018, in accordance with the Licence to Operate and the Gas Plant Facility Regulations, 
EMCP submitted to the NSUARB an abandonment plan for the Point Tupper Fractionation Plant.  
EMCP anticipates that certain components of this plant will be utilized on a limited and intermittent 
basis during 2019 as part of the removal of the hydrocarbon inventory from the other SOEP 
facilities.  
 
The NGL Pipeline will also be utilized on a limited and intermittent basis during 2019 as part of 
the removal of the hydrocarbon inventory from the other SOEP facilities. The pipeline will continue 
to be monitored by EMCP following the completion of producing operations and the steps 
associated with hydrocarbon de-inventorying, flushing and decommissioning. 
 

2.0 Facilities to be Abandoned 
2.1 NGL Pipeline 

The NGL Pipeline is 8” (219 mm) in diameter and approximately 61.4 km in length. It transported 
natural gas liquids from the Goldboro Gas Plant to the Point Tupper Fractionation Plant. Please 
refer to figures A.1 and A. 2 in Appendix A.   
 
The pipeline is buried in a right-of-way (ROW) established through easement agreements with 
landowners. It shares a common trench with the adjacent 8” Natural Gas Lateral pipeline (NG 
Lateral) which is owned and operated by Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline. The NGL Pipeline and 
NG Lateral were installed at the same time.  
 
The general attributes of the NGL Pipeline are summarized in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: NGL Pipeline Attributes 

Attribute Description 
Pipeline dimensions 8” (219 mm) diameter pipeline; wall thickness of 4.78 to 

8.18 mm  
  



ExxonMobil Canada Properties – Sable Offshore Energy Project 
Norification of Abandonment – Natural Gas Liquids Pipeline  
January 2019 
 

 
 Page 5 

Attribute Description 
Surrounding environment and 
land use 

Primarily underdeveloped, publicly and privately owned 
land. Route chosen to avoid wetlands along the route. 

Associated pipeline facilities Six above ground valve sites and pig launching and pig 
receiving facilities 

Watercourse crossings Strait of Canso (KP 58+682.72) 
Salmon River (KP 23+390.06) 
Milford Haven River (KP 36+160.81) 
Godfrey Brook (KP 29+147.24) 
Clam Harbour River (KP 44+233.90) 
St. Francis Harbour River (KP 47+552.81) 
Tributary to Meadow Lake (KP 9+367.74) 
Tributary to Little Beech Hill Lake (KP 11+005.60) 
Tributary to Skinner Lake (KP 26+796.70) 
Tributary to Meaghers Lake (KP 38+166.29) 
Tributary to Meaghers Brook - (two crossings) (KP 
39+598.06 and KP 39+630.22)  
Tributary to St. Francis Harbour River (KP 46+013.56) 
Tributary to Carters Lake - (two crossings) (KP 53+895.00 
and KP 53+917.22)  
 
Plus an additional 68 unnamed brooks along the length of 
the pipeline (seasonal or permanent).    

Road crossings Sable Road (KP -0+102.38) 
Goldbrook Road (KP 3+328.17) 
Eight Mile Lake Road (KP 6+326.88) 
Eight Mile Lake Road (KP 9+867.70) 
Ocean Lake Road (KP 12+815.00) 
Eight Mile Lake Road (KP 17+919.00) 
Clykes Road (KP 19+552.18) 
Woods Road (KP 22+113.00) 
Woods Road (KP 22+233.00) 
Woods Road (KP 22+873.00) 
Salmon River Lake Road (KP 24+060.66) 
Tompkinsville Road (KP 27+038.62) 
Lucas Branch Road (KP 31+478.17) 
Antigonish Guysborough Road (KP 36+034.23) 
North Riverside Road (KP 36+609.93) 
Buckley Simpson Drive (KP 37+594.47) 
Buckley Simpson Drive (KP 37+900.59) 
Route 16 (KP 38+806.29) 
Pirate Harbour Road (KP 41+550.20) 
Birchtown Road (KP 43+080.00) 
Birchtown Road (KP 43+770.95) 
Highway 344 (KP 57+942.58) 
Bear Island Road (KP 59+410.70) 
Port Malcolm Road (KP 59+940.75) 
 
Plus an additional 13 other unnamed road crossings. 
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Attribute Description 
Other crossing descriptions and 
quantities 

Pipeline: Five (within Nustar Terminals Canada property)  
Power: Seven (overhead power lines) 
Heavy Equipment Crossings: Fifteen 
Trails: Seven 

Cathodic protection system Impressed current commonly bonded to adjacent NG 
Lateral  

Operating history Natural gas liquids from Goldboro Gas Plant commencing 
in 2000 

Inspection history Routinely in-line inspected with intelligent pigging tools 
(latest in 2013) 

Leak history None 

 

2.2 Pig Launcher / Receiver and Emergency Shutdown 
Valves 

A pig launcher with associated equipment is located at the Goldboro Gas Plant and is shown in 
Figure A.4 in Appendix A.  A pig receiver with associated equipment is located at the Point Tupper 
Fractionation Plant and is shown in Figure A.5 in Appendix A. The above ground equipment to be 
removed at these locations includes: 
 

x The Nominal Pipe Size (NPS) 8” x 14” diameter pig launcher / receiver; 
x A short length of NPS 8” diameter piping (approximately 12 m); 
x Several barred tee’s and valves; 
x Associated instrumentation (e.g. gauges and transmitters).  

 
2.3 Valve Stations 

There are six valve stations installed along the NGL Pipeline route.  The locations are indicated 
in Figure A.3 in Appendix A and are described in further detail in Table 2 below. The pipeline 
reference location is provided in kilometer post (KP) as measured from the start of the NGL 
Pipeline at the Goldboro Gas Plant.  The table also includes a description of the interface with the 
adjacent NG Lateral.   
 
The valve station numbering sequence is based on internal nomenclature. Valve #1 (excluded 
from Table 2) is located on the outlet of the pig launcher at the Goldboro Gas Plant and will be 
removed as part of that equipment.  Valve #8 (excluded from Table 2) is located on the inlet to 
the pig receiver at the Point Tupper Fractionation Plant and will be removed as part of that 
equipment.   
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Table 2: Valve Station Summary 

Valve 
Station 

# 
Location 

Pipeline 
Reference 
Location 

NG 
Lateral 

Interface 

Figure 
 Description 

2 

Salmon 
River 

(South 
side) 

KP 
22+198.65 

Co-
located 
buried 

isolation 
valve   

A.6 

The valve station area is fenced. Within 
the fenced area are two equipment 
sheds and a communication tower. The 
valve station site is shared with the NG 
Lateral and some of this equipment will 
be required for the continued operation 
of the NG Lateral. 

3 

Salmon 
River  
(North 
side) 

KP 
24+001.14 

Isolation 
valve 

parallel 
with NG 
Lateral 

A.7 

The valve station area is fenced. The 
location will be reclaimed. The cathodic 
protection system rectifier will remain so 
that service can be continued on the NG 
Lateral. 

4 

Milford 
Haven 
River  

(South 
side) 

KP 
36+043.99 

Co-
located 
buried 

isolation 
valve   

A.8 

The valve station area is fenced. Within 
the fenced area are two equipment 
sheds and a communication tower. The 
valve station site is shared with the NG 
Lateral and some of this equipment will 
be required for the continued operation 
of the NG Lateral. 

5 

Milford 
Haven 
River 
(North 
side) 

KP 
36+538.77 

Isolation 
valve 

parallel 
with NG 
Lateral 

A.9 

The valve station area is fenced. All 
above ground equipment will be 
removed and the location will be 
reclaimed. 

6 

Strait of 
Canso 
(South 
side) 

KP 
57+797.84 

Co-
located 
buried 

isolation 
valve   

A.10 

The valve station area is fenced. Within 
the fenced area is one equipment shed 
and one communication tower. The 
valve station site is shared with the NG 
Lateral and some of this equipment will 
be required for the continued operation 
of the NG Lateral.  

7 

Strait of 
Canso 
(North 
Side) 

KP 
60+016.49 

Isolation 
valve 

parallel 
with NG 
Lateral 

A.11 

The valve station area is fenced. All 
above ground equipment will be 
removed and the location will be 
reclaimed. 
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3.0 Abandonment Process 
The overall approach to abandonment of the NGL Pipeline is described below. The approach is 
consistent that described in the DPA referenced in Section 1.3 above.  
 

3.1 Abandonment Options and Selection Process 
A Discussion Paper titled, Pipeline Abandonment – A Discussion Paper on Technical and 
Environmental Issues, was prepared in November 1996 under the auspices of the Pipeline 
Abandonment Steering Committee, a Committee comprised of representatives and employees of 
the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP), the Canadian Energy Pipeline 
Association (CEPA), the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board (EUB), and the National Energy Board 
(NEB). This paper was used to assess abandonment options for the NGL Pipeline (Discussion 
Paper). A copy of the Discussion Paper is available from this Link. 

The Discussion Paper includes an abandonment options matrix used for general guidance in 
planning for pipeline abandonment and to determine an asset specific abandonment plan.  The 
matrix assesses future potential uses of the pipeline route, current land use, pipeline diameter 
and unique considerations relating to abandonment risk such as ground subsidence, creation of 
water conduits and slope stability to recommend site specific abandonment methods.  Table B.1 
in Appendix B outlines the factors considered and the option selected for the SOEP NGL Pipeline 
abandonment.  

The Discussion Paper identified the following three options for pipeline abandonment: 

Option 1: Removal 

Option 2: Abandon in place 

Option 3:  Abandon in place with special treatment to prevent ground subsidence 
 
A combination of option 2 and option 3 is planned for the NGL Pipeline. This approach is 
consistent with the approach described in the DPA and considers the proximity of the NG Lateral. 
  

3.2 NGL Pipeline Abandonment Timeline 
Removal of the hydrocarbon inventory from the NGL Pipeline and subsequent pipeline flushing is 
forecast to be conducted during the second half of 2019.  The above ground facilities (pig 
launcher, pig receiver and six valves stations) will be removed and recycled or disposed of in 
2020. 
 

3.3 NGL Pipeline Abandonment Activities  

The NGL Pipeline will be abandoned in place with the exception of above ground valve sites and 
pipeline pigging equipment which will be removed.  Grout plugs will be installed in select locations 
(e.g. at major road crossings) to prevent subsidence and mitigate the risks of creating a water 
channel. 

https://www.neb-one.gc.ca/prtcptn/pplnbndnmnt/pplnbndnmnttchnclnvrnmntl-eng.html#s3_5
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Prior to removing the valve stations and installing the grout plugs, the NGL Pipeline will be pigged 
and flushed to remove the residual inventory.  This will be done with a pig or pig train, as depicted 
in Figure 1 below, which is designed to displace residual inventory from the line.  It is anticipated 
that the pig / pig train will be pushed by a driving fluid (e.g. nitrogen).  If a pig train is deemed 
appropriate, the pigs will be separated by a cleaning fluid (e.g. water). 

Figure 1: Schematic of typical pig train configuration 

 
 

The pig or pig train will be routed from the Goldboro Gas Plant to the Point Tupper Fractionation 
Plant.  The residual inventory will be removed from the Point Tupper site.  

The recommendations for pipeline cleaning noted in the Discussion Paper, and alignment with 
the approach planned for the NGL Pipeline, are discussed below.  

Discussion Paper, section 3.5.2: Refers to recommended procedures for a medium duty 
service pipeline.  Medium duty service is described as relatively wax free operation with a scraping 
program undertaken occasionally.   

NGL Pipeline Approach: The NGL Pipeline is considered to be in medium duty 
service. The natural gas and natural gas liquids produced from the five offshore fields are 
relatively wax free.  Processing of the reservoir fluids at the offshore facilities and at the 
Goldboro Gas Plant reduces the potential for elevated solids in the NGL Pipeline. A 
scraping program using in line pigging devices has been carried out as part of the 
operations and maintenance program for the NGL Pipeline.  The most recent scraping 
program was completed in August 2018.  

Discussion Paper, Appendix D: Recommends placing scraper pigs in the line prior to the 
cessation of production.  

NGL Pipeline Approach: A scraping program using in line pigging devices has been 
carried out as part of the operations and maintenance program for the NGL Pipeline.  The 
most recent scraping program was completed in August 2018.  
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Discussion Paper, Appendix D: Recommends a preliminary cleaning slug consisting of 
condensate or diesel fuel be used to reduce the potential solids or wax build-up.   

NGL Pipeline Approach: The NGL Pipeline is used to transport primarily condensate 
material (the fluid recommended in the Discussion Paper). This step is not planned for the 
NGL Pipeline as it is not considered necessary as there has been no history of wax or 
solids build-up.  

Discussion Paper, section 3.5.2:   Recommends the pipeline be visually checked through 
standard pipe openings.   

NGL Pipeline Approach: The NGL Pipeline will be visually checked at openings at 
each end (Goldboro and Point Tupper) to assess the pipe wall as referenced in the 
Discussion Paper. 

Discussion Paper, Appendix D: Recommends sampling the cleaning fluid as an assessment 
of cleanliness. 

NGL Pipeline Approach: The NGL Pipeline will be checked and the presence of free 
hydrocarbon product may indicate additional pigging is required.    

 
3.3.1 Above Ground Infrastructure Removal 

 
The objective of the removal phase will be to safely remove above ground infrastructure in a 
manner that does not interfere with NG Lateral operations. The removal of above ground facilities, 
including the valve stations and pig launchers / receivers, will be conducted in accordance with 
existing EMCP safety and environmental protection plans.  Detailed equipment removal plans will 
be developed by the selected contractor(s).  Debris and recyclable materials will be removed from 
the site, and resurfacing activities completed as required.  
 
EMCP is committed to minimize disruptions or inconvenience caused by the removal activities. 
Environmental site supervision and monitoring is planned during the removal activities to ensure 
the implementation of effective mitigation measures.   
 

3.3.2 Pig Launcher/Receiver Removals 
 
The pig launcher at the Goldboro Gas Plant and the pig receiver at the Point Tupper Fractionation 
Plant will be removed as part of the demolition activities at the plant sites. The launcher and 
receiver are registered pressure vessels with Nova Scotia Department of Labour and Advanced 
Education.  The vessels will be deregistered upon dismantlement and removal.   
  

3.4 Reclamation Monitoring 
The monitoring of site reclamation at specific locations of soil disturbance will focus on the 
effectiveness of soil erosion and sedimentation control measures. Vegetation regeneration and 
management within the NGL Pipeline corridor will take into consideration the presence of the NG 
Lateral.  Disturbance of ground cover along the NGL Pipeline is expected to be minimal and to be 
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limited to the valve station locations and the grouting locations. The specific monitoring criteria 
are anticipated to include: 
 

x slopes with visual signs of soil erosion; 
x riparian locations with eroding embankments; and 
x signs of soil subsidence. 

 

4.0 Stakeholder Engagement 
This section summarizes EMCP’s communication and engagement activities and the feedback 
from stakeholders. 

4.1 Background and Overview 
EMCP has been communicating and engaging with stakeholders regarding the decommissioning 
and abandonment of the SOEP since 2015.   

EMCP has solicited feedback from key stakeholders and considered their feedback in its decision-
making processes to identify any issues or concerns at the early stage of the project. Engagement 
forums utilized by EMCP included open houses, community meetings and individual meetings.  
EMCP invited stakeholders and community members so they could be fairly represented in its 
public engagement activities. 

By working collaboratively and transparently with local communities, EMCP can help avoid or 
reduce impacts on communities, enhance benefits, avert delays, reduce costs and prevent 
escalation of issues.  

4.2 Regulatory and Government Agencies 
A number of regulatory and government agencies are involved with the activities associated with 
the decommissioning and abandonment of the facilities that comprise the SOEP. In regard to the 
NGL Pipeline abandonment, EMCP has identified and engaged with the following regulatory and 
government agencies and departments: 

x Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board (NSUARB) 
x Nova Scotia Department of Energy and Mines (NSDEM) 
x Nova Scotia Environment (NSE) 
x Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) 
x National Energy Board (NEB) 
x Fisheries and Ocean Canada (DFO) 
x Transport Canada (TC) 

Since 2014, EMCP has coordinated four Joint Regulatory Communication Sessions in Halifax to 
discuss SOEP abandonment activities. Invitations to these sessions were sent to representatives 
of each of the organizations listed above. In addition, EMCP has ongoing dialogue and meetings 
with each of these organizations as necessary or requested. 
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4.3 Local Government  
EMCP has engaged with the three municipalities located in proximity to the NGL Pipeline in regard 
to the abandonment of the pipeline. The municipalities are:  
 

x Municipality of the District of Guysborough 
x Municipality of the County of Richmond 
x Town of Port Hawkesbury 

In 2015, early in the abandonment planning process, EMCP either met individually or had 
telephone contact with key officials or staff from each of these municipalities. More recently, 
elected officials or staff in the municipalities have attended public events that have included SOEP 
abandonment updates. Telephone calls and email communication have been used to ensure 
ongoing communication outside of meetings and public events. 

4.4 Public and Local Communities 
EMCP has been providing information to local communities regarding abandonment activities 
since early project planning commenced in 2015.  Public engagement events have been held in 
Halifax and Goldboro. Attendees at these events have generally included government officials, 
local community members and the local supply community.  
 
A list of public events that included updates on the SOEP abandonment activities are listed in 
Table B.2 of Appendix B. The information presented at each event varied as the project planning 
progressed. The most recent information presented at the Goldboro Open House and Energy 
BBQ (September 2018) is available on the SOEP website: www.soep.com.  
 
Notices of abandonment plans and activities were sent on September 11, 2018 to landowners 
with easement agreements related to the NGL.  The list of landowners is being updated through 
land registry searches to confirm notification to current landowners. 
 
EMCP has engaged with various third parties that operate or plan to operate in proximity to the 
NGL Pipeline. These third parties include M&NP, Anaconda Mining Inc., Bear Paw Pipeline and 
Encana Corporation. EMCP is not aware of concerns from these third parties in relation to the 
NGL Pipeline abandonment.  

The established communication channels will continue to be used to provide abandonment plan 
updates.  

4.5 Fisheries Stakeholders 
The commercial fisheries interaction with the NGL Pipeline relates to the 2.2 km span of the NGL 
Pipeline crossing the Strait of Canso. This crossing is buried beneath a berm of rock which was 
placed at the time of pipeline installation.  As part of the overall decommissioning of SOEP, EMCP 
has identified and engaged with the following fisheries organizations and associations: 
 

x Guysborough County Inshore Fishermen’s Association (GCIFA) 
x Groundfish Enterprise Allocation Council (GEAC) 

http://www.soep.com/
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x Richmond County Inshore Fishermen’s Association (RCIFA) 
x Snow Crab Fishers 

In addition to these organizations, EMCP has presented information regarding SOEP 
abandonment activities to the CNSOPB Fisheries Advisory Committee (FAC). The FAC includes 
representatives from various fishing groups, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), the Nova 
Scotia Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Natural Resources Canada and the Nova Scotia 
Department of Energy.  
 
Project updates have been provided at four FAC meetings beginning in 2016. A fisheries 
stakeholder workshop was held in March 2018 in Halifax to discuss concerns and interests related 
to abandonment activities, and potential interactions between abandonment and fisheries 
activities.  Attendees at the workshop included: 
 

x Atlantic Policy Congress of Mi’kmaq Chiefs 
x Clearwater Seafoods 
x Guysborough County Inshore Fishermen's Association 
x Government of Nova Scotia, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
x Ocean Pride Fisheries Ltd. 
x Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources 
x Seafood Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
x Waycobah First Nation 

In April 2018 a SOEP decommissioning project update was provided to the Richmond County 
Inshore Fisheries Association.  
 

4.6 Planned Stakeholder Engagement Activities  
EMCP intends to continue engagement with stakeholders throughout the abandonment activities.  

Planned engagement includes ongoing dialogue and meetings as necessary or requested. EMCP 
anticipates additional meetings with regulatory and government agencies, local municipalities, 
other stakeholders and local communities over the course of the abandonment activities.  
 

5.0 Indigenous Engagement 
EMCP conducts its business in a manner that respects the land, environment, rights and cultures 
of Indigenous communities, in accordance with the laws of Canada and company policies that 
underlie the company’s commitments to ethics, equity, environment and safety. 
 
EMCP engages Indigenous communities and their representatives in an open and forthright 
manner, and seeks to understand Indigenous perspectives on issues of mutual interest and to 
deal constructively with different views. 
 
EMCP has been engaging with the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia regarding the decommissioning and 
abandonment of the SOEP since 2015, and in 2017 initiated contact with Mi’kmaq and Maliseet 
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communities in New Brunswick to inquire about their interests or concerns regarding the 
decommissioning and abandonment activities. 
 
In Nova Scotia, the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia assert both Aboriginal and Treaty rights to all of Nova 
Scotia and the offshore. EMCP acknowledges the assertion of rights of the Mi’kmaq, and has 
been communicating on a regular basis through the appropriate Indigenous organizations, 
communities and individuals to share information and opportunities regarding decommissioning 
activities, and to discuss concerns, interests and potential mitigations related to SOEP 
abandonment activities.  
 
Engagement activities have included information bulletins, individual meetings, email messages, 
phone calls and invitations to open houses, information sessions and workshops. The 
engagement activities are listed in Table B.3 of Appendix B.  
 

5.1 Interests and Concerns Expressed by the Mi’kmaq of 
Nova Scotia 

The Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia fish a variety of species for Food, Social and Ceremonial (FSC) 
purposes in waters both in and around Nova Scotia. As well, some Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick Mi’kmaq communities, and New Brunswick Maliseet communities hold commercial 
communal fishing licences for a number of species offshore Nova Scotia. It will be important to 
provide regular communication on decommissioning work being undertaken, and timeframes for 
that work. 
 
Indigenous groups have expressed concerns regarding the potential for decommissioning 
activities to interfere or interact with species of interest that may migrate through or are harvested 
inshore or in-river. This would include species such as American eel and Atlantic salmon. 
Concerns have also been expressed regarding the potential for long-term effects due to 
interactions of equipment authorized to be left in place with resident and/or migratory species. 
EMCP will continue to meet with Indigenous groups to understand their concerns related to 
migratory and resident species and discuss any appropriate mitigations. While it is not anticipated 
that the decommissioning activities will interact with or affect these species of interest, it is 
important for EMCP to understand Mi’kmaq fisheries timing and practice to mitigate potential 
interactions. 

5.2 Planned Indigenous Engagement Activities  
EMCP intends to continue engagement with interested Indigenous groups throughout the 
abandonment activities. The main Indigenous groups to be engaged by EMCP regarding SOEP 
abandonment activities are: 
 

x Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq Chiefs (ANSMC) / Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office (KMKNO) 

x Millbrook First Nation 
x Sipekne’katik First Nation 
x Atlantic Policy Congress of Chiefs – Fisheries Office 
x Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn Incorporated (MTI)  
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x Wolastoqey Nation of New Brunswick (WNNB)  
x Woodstock First Nation 
x Elsipogtog First Nation 
x Mi’kmaq Confederacy of Prince Edward Island (MCPEI) 
x Maritime Aboriginal Peoples Council (MAPC) – included in FAC 

 

6.0 Environmental Setting  
The environmental setting for over land and marine crossing route of the NGL Pipeline is 
described in this section. Disturbance of the environmental features is expected to be minimal 
and limited to the removal of the above ground infrastructure at the valve station locations 
described above.   

 

6.1 Description of Onshore Environment 
Geology 
 
Surficial geology in the region of the NGL Pipeline consists primarily of ground moraines or 
quartzite and granite till, predominantly surficial deposits resulting from glaciation.   

 
Flora and Fauna 
 
The NGL Pipeline is located within the Acadian Forest Region.  This area of Guysborough County 
supports a large variety of birds, moose, deer and bear.  White-tailed deer are common in Nova 
Scotia and are generally very tolerant of human activities; however, local populations can be 
sensitive to disturbance in winters with deep snow cover (greater than 40 cm).  At these times, 
they often gather in deer wintering areas that provide thermal cover and relief from deep snow in 
close proximity to food sources. Deer wintering areas are found along the NGL Pipeline route.  
This area is also known to contain reptiles (e.g., turtles, snakes, etc.), amphibians (e.g., 
salamanders, frogs, etc.) and a variety of aquatic and terrestrial furbearers. 

The ROW remains in the early stages of vegetation succession, in part due to regular vegetation 
maintenance, which has been implemented to permit pipeline inspection and inhibit deep root 
growth. As a result, the likelihood of species at risk or species of conservation concern residing 
on the ROW is low, but possible.  Species of conservation concern that could potentially live on 
the ROW include plants such as blood milkwort, American pennyroyal and yellow ladies’ tresses 
and birds such as common nighthawk and killdeer. 

 
Wetlands 
 
The NGL Pipeline route was selected to avoid identified wetlands in the area.  A 2016 field survey 
confirmed wetlands were generally as identified in previous wetland mapping performed along 
the ROW.  Wetlands exist in close proximity to the pipeline at some locations and it is possible 
that functioning wetland habitat may have developed on the ROW after pipeline construction. 
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Aquatic Environment 
 
The NGL Pipeline crosses 83 watercourses which are either seasonal flow or permanent.  
Construction on the NGL Pipeline at watercourse crossings used one of the following techniques: 

x Dry, open cut crossings conducted using the dam and pump technique for small brooks 
and tributaries;  

x Wet open cut crossings with excavators used on larger watercourses and rivers; or  
x Bottom lay crossing at the Strait of Canso with engineered rock fill (rock berm) covering. 

 
Fish and Fish Habitat 
 
Generally in this region of Nova Scotia, small watercourses associated with wetlands present fine 
substrate such as gravel, sand and organic material. This substrate would be anticipated for the 
small unnamed tributaries. The medium-sized watercourses with widths of 7–25 m such as 
Salmon River, Godfrey Brook, Clam Harbour River, and St. Francis Harbour River, have larger 
substrate such as gravel, rubble, and rock. The large crossings such as the crossing at Milford 
Haven River (100-275 m) and the Strait of Canso have variable habitat along the cross-section. 
This substrate vary based on the localized water velocity. The bed substrate within these 
watercourses could vary from sand to boulders. 

Along the NGL Pipeline route, fish populations will vary depending on watercourse width, 
substrate composition, gradient, vegetation and various other factors. Fish populations could 
include the species listed below. 

x Atlantic Salmon 
x American Eel 
x Brook trout 
x Brown trout 
x Gaspereau or alewife 
x Rainbow smelt 
x Smallmouth bass 

6.2 Description of Marine Environment - Strait of Canso 
An underwater video of the NGL Pipeline Strait of Canso crossing taken by a remote operated 
vehicle (ROV) in November 2016 was reviewed in order to characterize the type and quality of 
fish habitat established since the placement of rock berm protecting the pipeline. 

Approximately 2,000 m of benthic habitat was recorded in 11 videos. Qualitative and quantitative 
observations of the benthic habitat were obtained for every 30 second segment of the collected 
video and were used to characterize substrate types and the presence and abundance of 
macrofaunal and macrofloral species. Habitat descriptions were divided into three zones; deeper 
water, intermediate, and near shore and are discussed below.  
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Deeper Water Zone 
The deeper water zone habitat is defined as habitat at depths greater than 20 m.  It has a mix of 
boulder, rock and silt with a limited percentage of cobble. Macrofloral cover was limited and 
offered little in terms of canopy. Species composition was difficult to positively identify but could 
include red seaweeds. Several observations of macrofauna were made throughout the zone and 
included Northern rock barnacle, burrowing anemone, cunner, sculpin, frilled anemone, American 
lobster, rock crab and Atlantic scallop. Rare instances of flounder (possibly yellowtail), sea 
cucumber, and sea star were noted. Some unidentified fish species were also noted throughout 
the video. 

Intermediate Zone 
The intermediate zone habitat is defined as habitat at depths between 10 m and 20 m.  It is a mix 
of rock, boulder, and silt with an increasing percentage of rock as the water depth decreased. 
Cobble was noted but limited. The macro floral community in the intermediate zone had an 
increasing percentage of cover with shallower depths. The algal community was again presumed 
to be comprised of red algae and Irish moss. There were rare observations of toothed wrack and 
an encrusting red alga.  

Macro floral debris, mainly sea colander had a high degree of cover in many parts of the 
intermediate zone. Macro faunal life was less abundant than in the deeper water zone but several 
species were still noted. These included Northern rock barnacles, burrowing anemone, cunner, 
American lobster, Atlantic scallop, and rock crab. The intermediate zone had only one observation 
of an unidentified fish. The trend of an increasing percentage of rock with decreasing depth 
continued in the near shore zone. In the shallowest parts of the video the substrate is 
predominantly rock with lesser amounts of boulder and silt. As in the other two zones, cobble was 
a minor component of the substrate composition. Between 5 and 10 m deep the algal community 
mirrored that seen in the intermediate zone with the addition of an increasing percentage of 
toothed wrack and algae. Above a depth of 5 m the algal community becomes a mix of toothed 
wrack and algae and transitions to a bed of toothed wrack with cover up to 95%. A small 
percentage of rockweed was noted. Within the toothed wrack bed macro floral debris was almost 
non-existent. Observations of macro faunal life were highly reduced in the nearshore in 
comparison to the other two zones. This can likely be attributed to the algal cover precluding those 
observations. Frilled anemone, cunner, and burrowing anemone were noted. Periwinkles were 
noted in the shallowest areas. 

A total of 40 lobsters were observed utilizing the available habitat within the deeper water and 
intermediate zones. In addition 36 rock crab and 35 scallops were noted in the same areas. The 
nearshore zone offered a high percentage of algal canopy for juvenile lobsters, crabs, and small 
fishes. Although there were scattered barren areas, in general the area encompassed within this 
survey provides high quality habitat for these commercially important species. 

At times, along the pipeline berm the ROV captured video on what would be considered the 
margins of the rock cover and offered glimpses of the natural habitat off the berm. In the 
intermediate and deeper water zones this natural habitat was barren with a silt cover with few 
signs of flora or fauna. Benthic surveys covering many areas of the Strait including the pipeline 
corridor support these observations.  

The protective rock berm over the pipeline is quite evident in multi-beam imagery, confirming the 
relative lack of hard bottom within the Strait. The rock covering over the pipeline has added a 
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significant amount of enhanced fish habitat in relation to other areas of the Strait in the deeper 
water and intermediate zones. 

Near Shore Zone 

The near shore zone habitat is defined as habitat at depths less than 10m.  In this zone the algal 
cover is prominent and as a result the zone offers excellent fish habitat. 

7.0 Land Matters 
 

7.1 Land Use 
The NGL Pipeline occupies land within the Municipality of the District of Guysborough, 
Municipality of the County of Richmond and the seabed spanning the Strait of Canso.   
 
Existing land use is mainly forested land owned by the provincial Crown under long term lease to 
forestry companies. The NGL Pipeline is adjacent to two areas that fall under the province’s 12% 
protected lands initiative. These two land parcels are known as the Chedabucto Fault Nature 
Reserve (147 hectares) and the Mulgrave Hills (667 hectares). According to provincial mapping, 
there are no other parks and/or protected areas within 25 m of the ROW. The nearest park is 
Boylston Provincial Park which is about 1 km from the ROW. Additional land use includes the 
industrial sites in Goldboro Gas Plant and Point Tupper Fractionation Plant, the latter of which is 
located within the West Richmond Planning Area.   
 
The ROW is located in the Port Industrial Designation area within the West Richmond municipal 
planning strategy. The area has been identified for potential continued port development in the 
Strait area and has been set aside for port related facilities. This includes potential developments 
such as aquaculture related uses, bulk terminals, container terminals, dry docks and ship repair 
facilities, marine terminals and other port related facilities, fuel bunkering facilities, oil storage 
terminals, railway facilities, single unit dwellings, and wharf facilities.  

7.2 Land Ownership 
The NGL Pipeline is located on public and privately owned land, the majority of which is 
undeveloped. The starting point of the NGL Pipeline is located on EMCP owned property at the 
Goldboro Gas Plant.  The terminus of the NGL Pipeline is located at the Point Tupper 
Fractionation Plant, on property owned by NuStar Terminals Canada and leased by EMCP.  
Between these NGL Pipeline termination points, the pipeline and valve stations are located within 
a 25m – 45m wide pipeline easement.  Land ownership is a combination of private, corporate, 
municipal, provincial and in the case of Strait of Canso crossing, federal land administered by 
Transport Canada. 
 
As noted in section 4.4, landowners with easement agreements related to the NGL Pipeline were 
notified of the abandonment plans and activities on September 11, 2018, and that list is currently 
being updated to confirm notification to current landowners. 
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7.3 Adjacent Pipeline Facility 

 
The NGL Pipeline shares a common trench with the NG Lateral. These two pipelines were 
constructed at the same time, sharing a common trench, crossings, cathodic protection system 
and other operating equipment such as equipment sheds, communication towers and security 
fencing. The NG Lateral is positioned within approximately 30 cm of the NGL Pipeline. The 
cathodic protection system is an impressed current cathodic protection system that shares a 
common design and coverage with both the NGL Pipeline and the NG Lateral.  
 

7.4 History of releases 
 
There have been no releases from the NGL Pipeline during its operating history. 
  

7.5 Reclamation and Remediation 
It was indicated in the DPA, referenced in section 1.3 above, that areas of disturbance along the 
NGL Pipeline resulting from abandonment activities will be restored to a state similar to that which 
existed during operations.  
 
Site reclamation will commence upon completion of abandonment activities.  Areas of disturbance 
are expected to be minimal and primarily associated with valve station removal.  Reclamation 
objectives will focus on soil stabilization and minimization of soil erosion by wind and surface 
runoff. The objectives will also consider the ongoing operations of the NG Lateral, particularly with 
vegetative cover to ensure no introduction of high canopy trees with large root systems. 
 
Given there have been no leaks from the NGL Pipeline, it is not expected that soil remediation 
will be required. If soil contamination is identified during the abandonment activities, remediation 
will be undertaken in compliance with regulatory requirements.  
 

8.0 Risk Mitigation 
Potential risks associated with abandoning the NGL Pipeline in-situ have been assessed and 
mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable. These potential risks, along with their relevant 
mitigation procedures, are outlined below.  
 

8.1 Pipeline Corrosion 
Corrosion of the abandoned NGL Pipeline is expected to occur over time due to removal of the 
cathodic protection system and if not mitigated could result in:   
 

x soil subsidence and pipeline collapse; 
x damage to transportation and utility crossings; 
x damage to watercourse crossings; and 
x creation of water conduits. 
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To prevent subsidence and to mitigate the risk associated with creating a water conduit, grout 
plugs will be installed in select locations. Major road crossings will also be grout-reinforced to 
prevent subsidence.  

  

8.2 Soil Erosion 
The soil layer covering the buried pipeline sections could be subject to erosion caused by wind, 
precipitation, and surface water runoff if not vegetated. Erosion can lead to the loss of cover depth 
over the pipeline and could lead to pipeline exposure.  
 
Since the NGL Pipeline is planned to be abandoned in-situ, the erosion risk is limited to the few 
locations where disturbance of the vegetation and soil is necessary in order to access selected 
points of the pipeline. In these locations, erosion will be prevented or minimized through 
application of effective and proven methods such as temporary and permanent soil and slope 
stabilization, and re-establishing and managing vegetation cover. These methods also prevent or 
minimize sediment deposition in watercourses. The specific temporary and permanent erosion 
and sediment control measures to be applied will be described in an environmental protection 
plan to be developed for the activity.  
 
9.0 Waste Management, Recycling and Reuse 
Abandonment activities will be completed in accordance with waste management and 
environmental protection plans. All removed equipment and materials will be transported to a 
licensed recycling and / or waste disposal facility.  
 
Waste volumes arising from the abandonment activities are expected to be within the handling 
capability of the Nova Scotia based waste management companies.  
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Appendix A: Figures 
 

 
Figure A.1 SOEP Overview 
Figure A.2 SOEP Schematic (highlighting location of NGL Pipeline) 
Figure A.3 Valve Placement on the NGL Pipeline  
Figure A.4        Above ground NPS 8” NGL Pipeline, Pig Launcher and 

associated equipment at Goldboro Gas Plant  
Figure A.5        Above ground NPS 8” NGL Pipeline, Pig Receiver and 

associated equipment at Point Tupper Fractionation Plant  
Figure A.6  Valve #2 – Salmon River (south side) 
Figure A.7 Valve #3 – Salmon River (north side) 
Figure A.8 Valve #4 – Milford Haven River (south side) 
Figure A.9 Valve #5 – Milford Haven River (north side) 
Figure A.10 Valve #6 – Strait of Canso (south side) 
Figure A.11 Valve #7 – Strait of Canso (north side) 
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Figure A.1: SOEP Overview 
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Figure A.2: SOEP Schematic (highlighting location of NGL Pipeline (circled in red))  
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Figure A.3:  Valve Placement on the NGL Pipeline 
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Figure A.4 Above ground NPS 8” NGL Pipeline, Pig Launcher and associated equipment 
at Goldboro Gas Plant 
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Figure A.5 Above ground NPS 8” NGL Pipeline, Pig Receiver and associated equipment 
at Point Tupper Fractionation Plant 
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Figure A.6 Valve Station #2 – Salmon River (south side) 
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Figure A.7 Valve Station #3 – Salmon River (north side) 
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Figure A.8 Valve Station #4 – Milford Haven River (south side) 
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Figure A.9 Valve Station #5 – Milford Haven River (north side) 
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Figure A.10 Valve Station #6 – Strait of Canso (south side) 
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Figure A.11 Valve Station #7 – Strait of Canso (north side) 
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Table B.1: Pipeline Abandonment – Factors Considered and Option Selected 

Abandoned Pipeline – Factors to 
be Considered Options Assessed Option Selected and Justification 

1. Acid-Generating Rock 

Exposing acid generating rock 
during ground disturbance 
resulting in potential contamination 
of water sources 

Removal with control 
measure 

Abandon in place 

With minimal ground disturbance 
planned, exposure of acid 
generating rock is not expected 
In the event it is, it may be 
mitigated with control measures.  

Abandon in place 

2. Ground Subsidence 

Potential for occurrence in the 
event of pipeline collapse. 

Removal 
Abandon in place. 

Considering the narrow pipeline 
diameter (8 inch), ground 
subsidence is not expected.  
Additional measures will include 
filling pipeline under major road 
crossings with concrete due to 
additional compressive forces on 
road. 

Abandon in place 

Major road crossings 
will be fill with 
concrete and 
abandon in place  

3. Creation of Water Conduits 

Water with the potential of carrying 
contaminants may transport long 
distances through pipeline. 

Removal Abandon in place with 
installation of isolation points 

Installation of plugs at valve 
stations located on high sides 
(up-gradient) of each major river 
crossing 

Abandon in place 
with installation of 
isolation points 

4. Frost Heave and Buoyant 
Effects 

Frost heave and buoyancy can 
cause exposure of the pipeline and 
a risk to the public/environment. 

Removal 
Abandon in place  

Pipeline will become buoyant if 
significant overburden removed.  
Minimal ground disturbance is 
planned during abandonment 
activities, only at select valve 
station locations.  

Abandon in place 
with follow up survey 
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Abandoned Pipeline – Factors to 
be Considered Options Assessed Option Selected and Justification 

5. Aboveground Equipment 

Aboveground equipment 
represents a risk to the 
public/environment  

Removal of 
equipment only 

Both options.  

All above ground valve station 
equipment will be removed.  
Reclamation will occur at those 
valve stations operated 
independently of the Natural Gas 
Pipeline.   

 

Removal and 
reclamation of entire 
site 

6. Water Crossing 

Water crossings have an increased 
risk for pipeline exposure and 
contaminants leaking into the 
environment. Force from flow of the 
water (conduit effect) can rupture 
exposed pipe. 

Remove Abandon in place. 

Pipeline sections laying on 
bottom of navigable waterways 
have been designed with 
concrete coating or heavy wall 
pipe to reduce buoyancy. No 
history of exposure on the 
pipeline.  

Abandon in place. 

Fill with concrete and 
abandon in place 

7. Slope Instability 

Slope instability may occur after 
pipeline collapse. Instability can 

occur if the slope is not adequately 
restored after removal. 

Abandon in place. Abandon in place. 

Smaller diameter pipeline (8 
inch) likely to have minimal 
ground subsidence after 
collapse. 

Fill with concrete and 
abandon in place 

8. Corrosion  

Removal of cathodic protection will 
result in eventual corrosion of the 

pipeline. 

Removal 

Abandon in place 

Corrosion potential is long term.  
Key consequences of corrosion 
is water entry resulting in water 
conduits and weakened pipe 
resulting in ground subsidence, 
both of which are mitigated as 
described above in Table B.1. 

Abandon in place 
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Abandoned Pipeline – Factors to 
be Considered Options Assessed Option Selected and Justification 

9. Future Land use 

Development in proximity to the 
pipeline may raise complications 

on liability if the abandoned 
pipeline limits the development. 

Removal Abandon in place 

Future land use is not 
anticipated to change Abandon in place 
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Table B.2: Summary of SOEP Decommissioning Public Engagements 

Date Location Event  

June 2015 Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

Sable Project Update with EMCP  
Hosted by the Maritimes Energy Association (MEA) 
Initial abandonment plan overview 

September 
2015 

Goldboro, Nova 
Scotia 

Energy BBQ 
Hosted by EMCP and M&NP 
Informal community event with Goldboro Gas Plant 
tours 

September 
2016 

Goldboro, Nova 
Scotia 

Energy BBQ 
Hosted by EMCP and M&NP 
Informal community event with Goldboro Gas Plant 
tours 

September 
2016 

Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

Core Energy Conference  
Hosted by the MEA 
Information presented included SOEP update 

April 2017 Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

Sable Information Session and Supplier Forum  
Hosted by EMCP and the MEA  
Information presented included SOEP update  

July 2017 West Bay, Nova 
Scotia 

Strait of Canso Superport Days, Sable 
Decommissioning Panel 
Hosted by Strait of Canso Chamber of Commerce 
Included a presentation by EMCP and contractors 
(Sable Decommissioning Panel). Information 
presented included SOEP update 

September 
2017 

Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

Engineers Nova Scotia's Annual General Meeting 
and Engineering Conference 
Hosted by Engineers Nova Scotia   
Included a presentation by EMCP (Sable 
Decommissioning Overview) 

September 
2017 

Goldboro, Nova 
Scotia 

Open House and Energy BBQ 
Hosted by EMCP and M&NP 
Open house on abandonment activities; Goldboro 
Gas Plant tours available  

October 2017 Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

Core Energy Conference  
Hosted by the MEA 
Information presented included regional EMCP 
update 
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July 2018 West Bay, Nova 
Scotia 

Strait of Canso Superport Days 
Hosted by Strait of Canso Chamber of Commerce, 
Municipality of the District of Richmond and 
Municipality of the District of Guysborough. Included 
a SOEP update presentation by EMCP and 
contractors. 

September 
2018 

Goldboro, Nova 
Scotia 

Open House and Energy BBQ 
Hosted by EMCP and M&NP 
Open house on abandonment activities; Goldboro 
Gas Plant tours available 
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Table B.3: Indigenous Communication and Engagement Log 

 
Nova Scotia Indigenous Groups 
 
Line  
Item 

Name of Community / 
Group / Organization 

Date Communication 
Method 

Communication Summary 

1 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office / 
Assembly of Nova Scotia 
Mi’kmaq Chiefs 

12-Jun-15 Meeting Opportunity for initial introductions 
and provided Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment overview. 
Confirmed interest for future 
updates on the activities. 

2 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

1-Jun-16 Meeting Follow-up to 12-Jun-15 meeting 
Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office. Provided a 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment overview. 
Requested future updates.  
Requested a meeting with Chief 
Wilbert Marshall (Potlotek). 

3 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office / 
Assembly of Nova Scotia 
Mi’kmaq Chiefs 

23-Mar-17 Telephone / 
Email 

Provided update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

4 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

7-Apr-17 Email Invitation to upcoming public event 
in Halifax, NS - Sable Supplier 
Forum. 

5 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office / 
Assembly of Nova Scotia 
Mi’kmaq Chiefs 

12/13-Jul-
17 

Email (telephone 
follow-up) 

EMCP requested a meeting to 
provide an update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

6 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

13-Jul-17 Email Confirmed meeting date of 09-
Aug-17. 

7 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

4-Aug-17 Email Discussed proposed agenda for 
09-Aug-17 meeting. 

8 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

9-Aug-17 Meeting Provided update and description 
of Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment activities including 
regulatory applications. Follow-
ups identified for Bear Paw 
pipeline information and ballast 
water management. 

9 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

14-Aug-17 Email and 
Telephone 

Follow-up to 09-Aug-17 meeting 
including request for additional 
information regarding ballast water 
management. 
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10 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

20-Aug-17 Email Sent Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment information bulletin. 

11 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

23-Aug-17 Email Follow-up to 09-Aug-17 meeting 
including request for additional 
information / maps regarding 
proximity to the proposed Bear 
Paw pipeline. 

12 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office / 
Assembly of Nova Scotia 
Mi’kmaq Chiefs 

28-Aug-17 Email Invitation to Public Event in 
Guysborough, NS - Sable 
Decommissioning Open House 
and Annual Energy BBQ. 

13 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

12-Oct-17 Meeting Notification of upcoming NEB 
Leave to Abandon submission. 

14 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

6-Nov-17 Email Follow-up on decommissioning 
and abandonment activities to 
identify any outstanding 
information or concerns to 
address at this stage. 

15 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

6-Nov-17 Telephone Follow-up on decommissioning 
and abandonment activities to 
identify any outstanding 
information or concerns to 
address at this stage. 

16 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

7-Nov-17 Telephone Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

17 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

15-Jan-18 Email Provided year-end update on 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment, including a link to 
the NEB Project Description. 

18 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

15-Jan-18 Telephone Confirmed receipt of update email 
and link to NEB Project 
Description. 

19 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

19-Jan-18 Email Request to confirm interest in 
fisheries workshop in early March 
2018. 

20 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

26-Jan-18 Telephone Discussed scheduling a Mi'kmaq 
Fisheries Managers meeting in 
March/April 2018 to provide a 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment overview and 
discuss possible fisheries 
hazards. 

21 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

8-Feb-18 Email Follow-up to request potential 
dates for Mi'kmaq Fisheries 
Managers workshop. 

22 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

16-Feb-18 Email Follow-up to request potential 
dates for Mi'kmaq Fisheries 
Managers workshop. 



ExxonMobil Canada Properties – Sable Offshore Energy Project 
Norification of Abandonment – Natural Gas Liquids Pipeline  
January 2019 
 

 
 Page 41 

23 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

6-Mar-18 Email Follow-up to request potential 
dates for Mi'kmaq Fisheries 
Managers workshop. 

24 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

9-Mar-18 Telephone Follow-up to request potential 
dates for Mi'kmaq Fisheries 
Managers workshop. 

25 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

28-Mar-18 Email Follow-up to request potential 
dates for Mi'kmaq Fisheries 
Managers workshop. 

26 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

11-Apr-18 Email Follow-up to request potential 
dates for Mi'kmaq Fisheries 
Managers workshop. 

27 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

28 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

10-Jul-18 Telephone Notification that KMKNO has 
applied for intervenor status on 
NEB Leave to Abandon 
Application. KMKNO indicated that 
they may want to hold a Mi'kmaq 
Fisheries Managers workshop and 
will get back to EMCP 
representative with potential 
dates.  

29 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

30 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

31 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

1-Aug-18 Telephone / 
Email 

Discussed engagement 
expectations regarding the 
Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq. 
KMKNO advised that KMKNO 
coordinates all engagement and 
consultation on behalf of the 
Assembly and the Mi’kmaq of 
Nova Scotia with the exception of 
Millbrook and Sipeknekatik. 

32 Potlotek First Nation 27-Jun-16 Email Emailed Chief Marshall with offer 
to meet for initial introductions and 
a Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment update. 

33 Potlotek First Nation 30-Jun-16 Meeting Met with Chief Wilbert Marshall for 
initial introductions and provided a 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment update. 
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34 Millbrook First Nation 5-Jul-16 Email (attempted 
telephone) 

EMCP offered a meeting to 
provide initial introductions and an 
overview of Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

35 Millbrook First Nation 7-Apr-17 Email Provided update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment and invitation to 
upcoming public event in Halifax, 
NS - Sable Supplier Forum. 

36 Millbrook First Nation 12/13-Jul-
17 

Email (telephone 
follow-up) 

EMCP requested a meeting to 
provide an update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

37 Millbrook First Nation 6-Nov-17 Email Follow-up to 28-Aug-17 email with 
information bulletin. 

38 Millbrook First Nation 15-Jan-18 Email Provided year-end update on 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment, including a link to 
the NEB Project Description. 

39 Millbrook First Nation 26-Feb-18 Email Follow-up on prior emails from 
12/13-Jul-17, 20-Aug-17, 6-Nov-
17 and 15-Jan-18 offering to 
meet/discuss the Project. 

40 Millbrook First Nation 1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

41 Millbrook First Nation 11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

42 Millbrook First Nation 16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

43 Sipekne'katik First Nation 4-Jul-16 Telephone / 
Email 

Scheduled meeting for initial 
introductions and a Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment update. 

44 Sipekne'katik First Nation 27-Jul-16 Meeting Provide an overview of SOEP and 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 
Discussed federal / provincial 
environmental assessment 
processes and engagement 
timing. Confirmed interest in future 
updates. 

45 Sipekne'katik First Nation 23-Mar-17 Email Provided update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 
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46 Sipekne'katik First Nation 7-Apr-17 Email Invitation to upcoming public event 
in Halifax, NS - Sable Supplier 
Forum. 

47 Sipekne'katik First Nation 12/13-Jul-
17 

Email (telephone 
follow-up) 

EMCP requested a meeting to 
provide an update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

48 Sipekne'katik First Nation 28-Jul-17 Telephone Confirmed that Sipekne'katik was 
interested in information on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment, but not a meeting 
at this time. 

49 Sipekne'katik First Nation 20-Aug-17 Email Sent Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment information bulletin. 

50 Sipekne'katik First Nation 6-Nov-17 Email Follow-up to 28-Aug-17 email with 
information bulletin. 

51 Sipekne'katik First Nation 15-Jan-18 Email Provided year-end update on 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment, including a link to 
the NEB Project Description. 

52 Sipekne'katik First Nation 26-Feb-18 Email Follow-up on prior emails from 
12/13-Jul-17, 20-Aug-17, 6-Nov-
17 and 15-Jan-18 offering to 
meet/discuss the Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 

53 Sipekne'katik First Nation 25-Apr-18 Email Sent a link to the NEB website / 
Leave to Abandon Application. 

54 Sipekne'katik First Nation 1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

55 Sipekne'katik First Nation 11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

56 Sipekne'katik First Nation 16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

57 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council 

14-Dec-15 Telephone Discussed Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities as 
currently planned and provided 
information regarding the Sable 
website.  

58 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council / Native 
Council of Nova Scotia 

21-Aug-17 Email Sent Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment information bulletin. 

59 Native Council of Nova 
Scotia 

19-Jan-18 Email Request to confirm interest in 
fisheries workshop in early March 
2018. 
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60 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council / Native 
Council of Nova Scotia 

12-Mar-18 Telephone Request to confirm interest in 
attending Fisheries Workshop or 
having a separate meeting to 
discuss Sable decommissioning 
and abandonment activities. 

61 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council / Native 
Council of Nova Scotia 

23-May-
18 

Telephone Discussion confirming that 
information needs have been met 
to date. 

62 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council / Native 
Council of Nova Scotia 

1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

63 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council / Native 
Council of Nova Scotia 

11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

64 Maritime Aboriginal 
Peoples Council / Native 
Council of Nova Scotia 

16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

 
New Brunswick Indigenous Groups 
 

65 Elsipogtog First Nation 1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

66 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

12/13-Jul-
17 

Email (telephone 
follow-up) 

EMCP requested a meeting to 
provide an update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

67 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

13-Jul-17 Email Confirmed that Mi’gmawe’l 
Tplu’taqnn Incorporated was 
interested in information on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment, but not a meeting 
at this time. 

68 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

20-Aug-17 Email Sent Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment information bulletin. 

69 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

6-Nov-17 Email Follow-up to 28-Aug-17 email with 
information bulletin. 

70 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

15-Jan-18 Email Provided year-end update on 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment, including a link to 
the NEB Project Description. 

71 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

26-Feb-18 Email Follow-up on prior emails from 
12/13-Jul-17, 20-Aug-17, 6-Nov-
17 and 15-Jan-18 offering to 
meet/discuss the Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 
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72 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

13-Apr-18 Meeting Provide an overview of SOEP and 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 
Discussed items of importance to 
MTI. 

73 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

74 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

75 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

76 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

19-Jul-18 Meeting Provided status update on SOEP 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities and NEB 
process. 

77 Mi’gmawe’l Tplu’taqnn 
Incorporated 

2-Aug-18 Email Sent a copy of ExxonMobil's filing 
A93340 (extension request for 
Information Request No.1). 
Confirmed that MIT is able to 
access the NEB electronic 
document registry. 

78 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

12/13-Jul-
17 

Email (telephone 
follow-up) 

EMCP requested a meeting to 
provide an update on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

79 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

12/13-Jul-
17 

Email Confirmed that Wolastoqey Nation 
in New Brunswick was interested 
in information on Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment, but not a meeting 
at this time. 

80 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

21-Aug-17 Email Sent Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment information bulletin. 

81 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

6-Nov-17 Email Follow-up to 28-Aug-17 email with 
information bulletin. 

82 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

15-Jan-18 Email Provided year-end update on 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment, including a link to 
the NEB Project Description. 

83 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

26-Feb-18 Email Follow-up on prior emails from 
12/13-Jul-17, 20-Aug-17, 6-Nov-
17 and 15-Jan-18 offering to 
meet/discuss the Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 



ExxonMobil Canada Properties – Sable Offshore Energy Project 
Norification of Abandonment – Natural Gas Liquids Pipeline  
January 2019 
 

 
 Page 46 

84 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

3-May-18 Telephone Provided an update on 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities and status 
of NEB process. WNNB requested 
shape files for offshore pipelines 
and platforms. 

85 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

23-May-
18 

Email Follow-up on request for shape 
files. EMCP indicated that shape 
files were not available but 
provided information on locations 
of the pipelines and platforms. 

86 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

87 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

4-Jun-18 Email WNNB asked if other 
authorizations are required for 
decommissioning (other than 
NEB, and inquired as to why the 
NEB is only considering the 
Goldboro Gas Plant and 26" 
Pipeline. EMCP provided 
response with a package 
(provided to other Indigenous 
groups) that shows the different 
regulatory jurisdictions. EMCP 
offered to meet with WNNB to 
discuss SOEP decommissioning 
and abandonment activities. 

88 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

3-Jul-18 Telephone EMCP offered to meet to provide 
an overview of Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment and to answer any 
questions. Indicated that an in 
person or teleconference meeting 
were options. 

89 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

90 Wolastoqey Nation in New 
Brunswick 

16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

91 Woodstock First Nation in 
New Brunswick 

15-Jan-18 Email Provided year-end update on 
Sable decommissioning and 
abandonment, including a link to 
the NEB Project Description. 
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92 Woodstock First Nation in 
New Brunswick 

26-Feb-18 Email Follow-up on prior emails from 
12/13-Jul-17, 20-Aug-17, 6-Nov-
17 and 15-Jan-18 offering to 
meet/discuss the Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 

93 Woodstock First Nation in 
New Brunswick 

1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 

94 Woodstock First Nation in 
New Brunswick 

11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

95 Woodstock First Nation in 
New Brunswick 

16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

96 Woodstock First Nation in 
New Brunswick 

1-Aug-18 Email Discussed engagement 
expectations regarding the 
Wolastoqey Tribal Council. 
Mi'kmaq. WNNB advised that the 
WNNB is the correct organization 
and that the WNNB provides 
technical advice to Wolastoqey 
leadership and Resource 
Development Consultation 
Coordinators in resource 
development consultation matters 
that relate to the implementation 
and exercise of Wolastoqey 
constitutionally protected rights.  

 
PEI Indigenous Groups 
 

97 Mi'kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI 

23-Feb-18 Email Notification of SOEP 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. Provided the 
information bulletin and January 
2017 update with link to NEB. 
Offered to meet and discuss Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment. 

98 Mi'kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI 

24-Apr-18 Email Sent a link to the NEB website / 
Leave to Abandon Application. 

99 Mi'kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI 

22-May-
18 

Email Following up on email from 24-
Apr-18 and offering to 
meet/discuss the Sable 
decommissioning and 
abandonment activities. 

100 Mi'kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI 

1-Jun-18 Email Provided the NEB Public Notice of 
Hearing and Application to 
Participate. 
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101 Mi'kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI 

11-Jul-18 Email Notification of pending Noble 
Regina Allen (jack-up rig) move to 
new work location. 

102 Mi'kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI 

16-Jul-18 Email Notification of confirmed date for 
Noble Regina Allen (jack-up rig) 
move to new work location. 

 


