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Government of Canada Gouvernement du Canada Classif. sécurité / Security
UNCLASSIFIED

April 4, 2017 By email: Debby.Theriot@nalco.com

Ms. Debby Theriot 
Nalco Environmental Solutions LLC 
7705 Highway 90-A 
Sugar Land, TX  77478 
 
Object: Access to Nalco Corexit® products for the Government of Canada 

Dear Ms. Theriot, 

This is to follow up on the discussion you had with Mr. Patrice Simon, Director of the 
Environment and Biodiversity Science Branch at Fisheries and Oceans Canada, a department of 
the Government of Canada. We would like to request your assistance in providing the 
Government of Canada access to Corexit® products for the purpose of research by Government 
of Canada scientists, as well as scientists external to the government in receipt of funding to carry 
out research on government priorities.  

The Government of Canada has to be prepared for and ready to respond to marine accidents from 
ships or platforms in Canadian waters. Oil spill prevention, preparedness, response and recovery 
are undertaken in a collaborative “whole-of-government” approach. Research and scientific 
advice is an important component of the decision making process in the Government of Canada 
and therefore having timely access to products for testing is important for the delivery of our 
programs. 

In this context, we would like to provide you with some background concerning the three 
Canadian federal government departments involved in the prevention and response to spills in 
Canadian waters, namely Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Canadian Coast Guard, 
Environment and Climate Change Canada and Natural Resources Canada. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Canadian Coast Guard 

The Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard has the lead federal role in 
managing Canada’s fisheries and safeguarding its waters. The Canadian Coast Guard is the lead 
federal agency for ensuring an appropriate response to all ship-source and mystery source 
pollution spills in Canadian waters and waters under international agreements. DFO supports 
Canada’s marine safety regime, through science-based expert advice provided to the CCG, ECCC 
and the response organizations tasked with cleaning up marine spills. Through its science sector, 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada must evaluate the fate and behavior as well as biological effects of 
petroleum products and their countermeasures, including dispersants such as Corexit® on aquatic 
species, in order to inform decisions. 
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Research specific to fate and behavior is carried out internally by the Department’s Centre for 
Offshore Oil, Gas and Energy Research and research on biological effects on aquatic organisms 
is carried out by external experts and coordinated by the Department’s National Contaminants 
Advisory Group. The external organizations that carry out research on biological effects are 
selected based on scientific merit and funded by the Government of Canada. Outcomes from this 
research will be used to provide scientific advice to the Government of Canada to inform the 
development of policy and regulations for Canada’s oil spill response program. This advice will 
guide the use of alternative response measures during response planning and response operations 
when their use is likely to achieve a net environmental benefit. In addition to informing net 
environmental benefits assessments, the outcomes of the research will be used to provide advice 
about the biological effects to commercial, recreational and aboriginal fisheries during a response 
to a spill incident. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 

The Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is responsible for the 
Regulations Establishing a List of Spill-treating Agents (Canada Oil and Gas Operations Act) 
that may be considered for use in a spill originating from offshore petroleum exploration and 
production facilities. Changes to other legislation are under consideration to allow for the 
potential use of spill treating agents (STAs) and alternative response measures (ARMs) in other 
sectors such as ship-based spills. A similar approach to listing products is envisioned for those 
sectors. ECCC provides scientific and technical support to the lead regulator during an incident 
and consolidates environmental advice for the Government of Canada through a consensus-based 
Environmental Emergencies Science Table format.  

The department is mandated to undertake research activities on oil fate and behavior, and spill 
countermeasures including ARMs. This work is complementary to that provided by DFO and 
NRCan, and is conducted internal to government. 

ECCC has been in receipt of Corexit® dispersant and surface washing agent samples for our 
work in the past and appreciates the good relationship with Nalco. ECCC supports broadening 
the scope for supplying samples to include DFO funded researchers to expand the base of 
knowledge. 

Natural Resources Canada  

The Minister of Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) is responsible for the environmentally and 
economically sustainable development of Canada’s natural resources, which includes the 
development of Canada’s oil and gas resources.  He is also responsible for the National Energy 
Board (the federal regulator for pipelines, energy development and trade) as well as two off-shore 
petroleum boards.   

To support decisions taken by the Minister, CanmetENERGY (NRCan) conducts research into 
oil spill behaviour, especially to compare diluted bitumen spills to conventional crudes and to 
develop and test options to improve diluted bitumen spill behaviour through pre-treatment of the 
oil.  Part of this work may entail comparing the effect of agents, such as Corexit®, on these pre-
treated oils.   
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We also support the inclusion of federally-funded researchers in those that can receive samples of 
your chemicals for conducting R&D to meet our departments’ mandates. 

In Summary 

Research on the fate, behavior and biological effects of petroleum products and alternative 
response measures is essential for a comprehensive understanding of the potential impacts of 
these materials on the marine ecosystem. Your collaboration by providing products to the 
Government of Canada for study will contribute to the development of science-based policy and 
regulations for Canada’s Oceans Protection Plan. 

We look forward to productive discussions and to finding a solution to this issue. Please let us 
know if you would like clarification or further information. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Patrice Simon  

Director, Environment and Biodiversity Science 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada  
 
 

Kathy Nghiem  

A/Director, Preparedness and Response Strategies, National Strategies 
Canadian Coast Guard 
 
 

 

Marc Bernier  

Director, Emergencies, Operational Analytical Laboratories and Research Support 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
 
 

Kim Kasperski  

Director, Environmental Impacts, CanmetENERGY 
Natural Resources Canada 
 
 
 

 


